Chipstead Place Lawn Tennis Club

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 6th March 2008 at 7:30pm at The Sports Pavilion, Chipstead Recreation Ground.

Present: The Chairman, the Committee (except for Sue O’Mahony), the Auditor and 11 other members – a total of 21 members. 

1. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Ken Henson, Ted and Mary Hooker, Jackie Hudson, Sue O’Mahony, Jim Metcalf, Janis Thomson, Richard Freeman, Ann Kerr, Pamela Harris, Keith Jones, Ann Bell, Toni Backhouse, Roy Thomas, Fouhad Ghali.

2. Minutes of AGM held on Thursday 15th March 2007

No objections were raised to the minutes of the previous annual general meeting. Magdalen Fry proposed and Pat udall seconded the motion to accept the minutes, which was carried unanimously and the minutes were then signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising from Minutes

None

4. Annual Report from Chairman
The Chairman, Dick Thomson, referred to his Annual Report, which had been circulated to all members. He particularly mentioned that Sue O’Mahony was standing down as membership secretary immediately and that Valerie and he would like to stand down next year. He also stressed the need for more support from the members for the three main events of the year: Finals Day, Picnic Day and Club Dinner.

5. Election of Officers and Committee

Graham Harrild proposed and Duncan Pease seconded a motion to elect 

(with the exception of Sue O’Mahony) all current committee members to serve on the committee for another year. The motion was carried unanimously.

6. Club Coach Report (Matt Doran)

Matt reported that the coaching (into third year) was going well. He is continuing to build links with local primary schools in the area (Chevening, St. Thomas and Amherst).

Nick Christian has agreed to run a second men’s team which will include a few of the junior/intermediate players.

Clarification was sought regarding court usage by the coach. Peter Bibb referred the members to the website for details.

Matt thanked Pat Udall for all her hard work in arranging matches to avoid his coaching sessions. 

7. Club Captains’ Reports
Ladies’ Captain Report (Sandra Pease). 

Sandra reported that in the summer league, the ladies I had lost all five matches so would be relegated a division; the ladies II had won two and lost three; the ladies midweek team had won three and lost two while the mixed I had won all their matches and were promoted to division 4.

In the winter league the ladies I had won one and lost three, the ladies II had won two and lost two, the ladies vets had won two and had two to play while the mixed I had won two, lost one with one to play.

Men’s Captain Report (David Pettitt).

David reported that in the summer league the Men’s team had won three and lost two so remain in division five. In the winter league they had won two and lost two so remain in division eight. 

The vets team had to withdraw from both the summer and winter leagues due to injury. Dick Thomson appealed for more volunteers for the Veteran’s team (over 45s) and wished all teams well for the upcoming season.

Thanks were extended to Pat for organizing the matches and everyone who was available for play.

8. Presentation of Trophies

Trophies were awarded to the winning Boys’ 12 and under and Girls’ 12 and under and the Boys’ 14 and under teams in the West Kent league.

9. Treasurer’s report (Peter Bibb) 

Peter presented the accounts to December 2007. In summary, the club is in a healthy financial situation with the expenses remaining steady, membership and hence revenues increasing. 

Peter thanked all the members who had helped on the grounds throughout the year as this contributes to keeping costs down.

On the 2008 subscription form, members have been invited to buy a brick for the new club house at £10 each. Peter reported this to be popular with the members who have already paid their dues.

Peter thanked Malcolm for his continued work as auditor of the accounts.

A question was raised if any maintenance had been scheduled for court one in light of the root problem. Charles has cut the problem root but this has not dealt with the damage that the root has already caused on the court surface. It was agreed that Charles would research the costs of resurfacing court one only. It should also be noted that the root problem needs to be dealt with before the court is resurfaced otherwise it is likely to reoccur.

10. Subscriptions for 2008

Changes to subscriptions are as follows:

Senior


£100

Intermediate

£48

Junior


£30

Infant


£10

Country


£25

Non playing

£5

Joining Fee senior
£35

Joining Fee Int/Cty
£20

The increase in subscriptions was proposed by Peter Bibb and seconded by David Pettitt. 

11. Election of Auditor

Dick Thomson proposed and Pat Udall seconded a motion for Malcolm Goddard to be the club’s Auditor for another year. The proposal was carried unanimously.

12. New Clubhouse. 

Dick reported that the old club house has been demolished and it is anticipated that the new club house will be erected by June (hopefully in time for Finals Day). Thanks were extended to Graham Harrild who has been helping with the solicitor work involved with the project. Also thanks went to those who helped remove the contents from the old club house before it was demolished. There is a large plastic cupboard as a temporary measure for the floodlight machinery. A plea was made to all members who use the floodlights in the next few months to push back the protective fencing surrounding the building into position after using the floodlights.

Access to the new club house will be by push button code which will be changed periodically.

13 Any Other Business 

 Changes to the Rules of the Club (mainly cosmetic) have been posted in the club house for the past couple of months. These changes were proposed by Charles Chapman and seconded by David Pettitt and adopted by the members.

 The LTA wants to encourage all members to be part of the British Tennis Membership. The cost of membership is free for 2008 but will cost £7.50 in 2009. One of the benefits of membership is being eligible for the Club’s Wimbledon ticket ballot.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:35pm.

